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Saving the Nasuluga
An Oral History by Douglas Cory
Holder Wilcox had a fish company, H.N. Wilcox
sloop and two people on a small yawl in the harbor. It was
Fish Company. I went to work for him in the early 50s.
so bad then and the wind was probably 70, 75 miles an hour
He had six or seven traps and it was a pretty good
that we couldn’t get near them because we were beating
system. He had a small boat, the Nasuluga, which was
them up more. It was a man, a woman and two kids.
Later on both boats went aground up to Taylor’s Lane.
named for the granddaughters, the first two initials of
They survived, but there was a man named Jan
each granddaughter. Nahma, Lucinda, Susan and Gail.
Telenga. He raised turkeys on
I managed to stay with him for
the land back of the Old Bull,
twelve years or so, I guess,
just the next point up from
before I went on to other things.
Taylor’s Lane. Well he had
They were excellent people.
turkeys and he had guard dogs.
And in the course of it, I rode
out the 1954 hurricane with Carl
When the boat went aground
(Wilcox) on the Nasuluga.
the people got off all right but
one of the children was bitten by
It was a day that the wind
one of the dogs quite seriously.
was starting to blow a little bit
Then he got into bumblebees
when we were at Sakonnet Point
that had been stirred up by the
in the morning. We actually
storm and the bumblebees bit
planned to go out and pull the
traps. We sat in the building for
the other kid pretty badly. I
awhile and Captain Wilcox
guess they both recovered.
Photograph courtesy of Douglas and Susan Cory.
We let another man go
says, “I don’t think we are going
off
of
his
mooring
and
he
went
up to Seapowet on the
to do much here today.” So we sat there playing cards
way going to Stone Bridge and the boat tipped over. It
and the tide started to rise and it got up so that the boats
was forty three, forty four feet long. That was the
were coming up onto the pier and fish boxes were
Wanderer, but it tipped over, end over end over end. It
blowing around—barrels and so forth. So Carl said,
“I’m going to take the boat away from the dock, one
was so rough and it was bad here.
We went and anchored in the corner. We had two
guy comes with me.” He said, “Doug, you come with
500-pound
trap anchors and a 100- and a 175-pound
me.” And we went and we got on the Nasuluga and
anchor. We were right over next to the Yacht Club, and
went over by the Yacht Club and anchored.
water kept rising, and there were buildings on the Point.
First we tried to pick off people from two boats—
two people and two kids actually that were on a small
Continued on page 3
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To be sold in our Antique Sale to benefit
the Historical Society.

Antique Items with
Little Compton Histories
For possible inclusion in our permanent
collection. The Collections Committee will
review each item.

Digital Images of Family Photographs
Your clearly labeled photographs may help
us identify the hundreds of unidentified
photos in our collection.

Obituaries, Funeral and Memorial
Service Programs, Copies of Eulogies
Help us document the lives of our
20th century residents by sharing
information about your loved ones with us.

Wilbor House Museum
548 West Main Road
Little Compton, RI 02837
(401) 635-4035

Wilbor House Tours
Thursday ~ Sunday
1 ~ 5 PM

Office Hours
Tuesday ~ Friday
9 AM ~ 3 PM

Educational
Programs & Research
by appointment
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Local businesses play an important role in the
preservation and presentation of Little Compton’s
history. Additional Corporate Members are
always welcome. Please call 635-4035 or
complete the membership form on page 8.

SEASON SPONSORS
Briggs Beach Inc.
Manchester Tree & Landscaping, Inc.
Sakonnet Vineyards

EVENT SPONSORS

Antique or Vintage Items

lchistory@littlecompton.org
www.littlecompton.org

SUMMER HOURS

Corporate Members

Gray’s Ice Cream
Katharine H. Leary, CPA
Lees Supermarket

SCHOOL PROGRAM SPONSORS
Goulart Petroleum, Inc.
Lapointe Insurance Services, Inc.
Madden Electric Company
Phil’s Propane
Spinnaker Real Estators

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Able Engineering, Inc.
American Classic Real Estate
Arkins Construction, Inc.
Cantin Photography
Compton Engineering, Inc.
Country and Coastal Properties
Earle’s Service Station
Franlart Nurseries, Inc.
Homestead Construction Co.
Humphrey’s Building Supply Center
Interstate Insurance and Finance Co.
Lamplighter, Inc.
Law Office of Richard S. Humphrey
Little Compton Real Estate, LLC
Mataronas Lobster Co., Inc
Roger King Fine Arts
Sakonnet Lobster Co.
Sisson Lawn & Garden
Sparks Company. Inc.
Stone House
Walker’s Roadside Stand
Waring-Sullivan Funeral Home
Wilbur’s General Store, Inc.
Windy Hill Nurseries, Inc.
Wishing Stone Farm

Antique Sale
Please donate antique and vintage items to LCHS for
sale at the Little Compton Antique Sale.
Items may be dropped off at the Wilbor House.
Visit our booth at the sale at Sakonnet Vineyards,
August 5 and 6.

Nasuluga continued from page 1

There was Mack’s Store, he had all kinds of things in
there. He had charts and gear for fishermen and so forth
and so on and it had a double building. There was a big
building on east side with a flat piece in between. Carl
says, “What’s that? Look. Watch the next wave.” So one
of them came and hit the back of the building and it
broke out that little piece in the front. The next one
came and took everything. The whole thing, the whole
building went demolished. Flew into many pieces.
In the meantime, the tide was still rising and there was
a man who was anchored in the harbor with a steel craft
boat. It was maybe thirty feet long. He had two people with
him, a woman and a child. Well, they finally got the
anchor up, got the engine running, because there was so
much stuff in the water, it got up into the engines and
plugged the sea suctions up. He got them free and he got
the boat started and he went over the sea wall, underneath
the telephone wires, all the way up the road where
Mataronas lives now. All the way up that road, right
through the pond, all the way to back of the Stone House,
when he ran aground. He dropped his anchor. They all got
off and went up the road. The boat was there for six
months or a year after that because he said he didn’t want
anything to do with it. He said that was it.
While we were anchored in the harbor, Carl said, “Go
up on the bow and slack off on the port anchor a little bit,”
so it would make it ride a little easier. Well, I went around
the corner of the wheelhouse and here something goes past
in the air. Carl says, “What the hell was that?” I said, “A
chicken.” He says, “A chicken!?” I said, “Yes.” So when I
tell people I have seen a chicken doing a hundred and ten
miles an hour they think I’m crazy. But what had
happened was Dr. Lloyd had chickens in a coop down on
the end, towards the lighthouse, and the water got up high

Mending the nets.
Photograph courtesy of Douglas and Susan Cory.

enough so that it broke open the chicken house and the
wind blowing a hundred—it was clocked at a hundred and
ten—would pick these chickens up, because they weren’t
flying but all of the sudden you would see a chicken go by.
We rode out the storm and when the eye came along
everything just calmed right down and we had a chance to
regroup and tie off our anchors a little better. We had to
take the sea suctions apart down below and poke the
strainer off the end so that the water could get back into the
engine. And Carl kept it running for awhile after that. And
then, after the eye went by, the wind was blowing so bad it
came right around from the other direction and everything
that was left in the harbor went onto the beach with the
exception of Cang Lloyd’s. His was the only one that was
left and the rest of them were on the beach, but we got two
of the anchors up and we went back to the dock.
Everything was gone. The buildings were all gone, the dock
was all gone. Holder and the rest of the gang went up to
Davoll’s and stayed there during the storm. After the storm
died down, they came back and helped us get tied up the
best we could. At least we saved the boat.

Explore the Collection
On-Line
Images and information on over 13,000 Little
Compton items are available at your fingertips,
24 hours a day.

Visit

littlecompton.org

Select OnOn-Line

Collection

You may browse or conduct a keyword search.

This sword was made from a swordfish
bill for Andy Grant by F. Rego.
It is marked “Harry Glen” and dated
September 17, 1980.

Suggested Keywords: Postcard, Sakonnet, boat, Lyman, fishing, Lloyd
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Sakonnet Point
Perspectives
A collaborative effort of

Friends of the Sakonnet Lighthouse
The Little Compton Historical Society
Sakonnet Preservation Association

Special Exhibition
The Wilbor House Museum
July 1 through October 10

Publication
By James C. Garman & Michelle Styger
Available July 1
Generously funded by

Family Day

Exhibit Preview Party

Saturday, July 2
Noon-4 PM

Join us for a

Free and Open to the Public
Free:

Refreshments
Entertainment
Children’s Games & Activities
Wilbor House Tours
Special Exhibition

Prohibition Party at
the Lyman Hotel
Friday, July 1
6-8 PM
Wilbor House Museum
Period dress encouraged.
Prohibition era vehicles will receive priority parking.
Hors d’oeurves by Wilhemina’s Catering
Wine by Sakonnet Vineyards

Sakonnet Point Mural by Reginald Marsh, c. 1930

Courtesy of Pamela Carter.

© The Art Students League of New York

Exhibit Preview Party
Please return this form to
LCHS, PO Box 577, Little Compton, RI 02837 by June 29
Please make checks payable to LCHS. Tickets will be held at the door.
_________ I (We) plan to attend
 Guests
 Supporters
 Sponsors

Number Attending ______

$ 30 per person
$ 50 per person
$ 100 per person

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed $_________________ The amount of your gift over $25 per person is tax deductible.
____ I (We) are unable to attend but would like to make the following tax deductible donation. $_________

Find our Books on Amazon.com
All of the Historical Society’s publications are now available on Amazon.com
Search for them today!
Or stop by the Wilbor House Museum Shop

The History of Little Compton
First Light: Sakonnet
1660-1820
By Janet Lisle
L is for Little Compton
By Piper Hawes
Little Compton Families
By B.F. Wilbour
Terra Nova Vida Nova
The Portuguese in Little Compton
Edited by Juanita Goulart
Time to Play
Edited by Juanita Goulart

$12 Members
$15 Non-members

The Life and Art of Sydney Burleigh
By Janet Lisle
Portraits in Time
Edited by Piper Hawes

LCHS Annual Meeting
Wednesday, August 10, 2011
United Congregational Church
7:00 PM
7:15 PM

Business Meeting
Sakonnet Stories
Panel Discussion &
Audience Participation

Free and Open to the Public
Refreshments
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Lighthouse Keepers c.1925
Photograph courtesy of Carol Durfee Sylvia

Sakonnet Point Walking Tours
Reservations Required. Call 401-635-4035
KickAdditional Walks
Kick-Off Event
Tuesday, July 12 — 7 pm
Guides from the Friends of the Sakonnet
Lighthouse, the Sakonnet Preservation Association
and the Little Compton Historical Society will lead
a 1-1.5 hour walking tour of Sakonnet Point
exploring its historical, environmental and
commercial significance. Enlarged photographs of
the Point’s lost landmarks will help illustrate the
walk. Participants in the evening tours are invited
to watch the sunset from the Sakonnet Point Club
and enjoy a cash bar.
Free and Open to the Public. 40 Person Maximum.

Friday, July 15 — 10 am
Wednesday, July 20 — 1 pm
Tuesday, August 2 — 10 am
Thursday, August 11 — 6:30 pm
LCHS Guide. Enlarged photographs of lost
landmarks. Participants in the evening tours are
invited to watch the sunset from the Sakonnet
Point Club and enjoy a cash bar.
$5 Members, $10 Non-members

Hands-on History
Oral History Workshop

Please Touch Tours

Tuesday, August 23
10 am - Noon
Ages 12 to Adult
$15 Members, $20 Non-members

Friday, July 22
Thursday, August 4
1 - 3 pm
For children of all ages. Adults are welcome.
Children under 5 must be accompanied by an adult.
Reservations required.
$10 Members, $15 Non-members

Learn the basics of conducting, recording and
transcribing oral history interviews. Practice your
techniques with classmates using digital recorders.
Workshop fee will be refunded anytime during the
next six months for anyone donating a transcribed
Little Compton oral history to LCHS.
Reservation required. Limit 12 participants

Experience the Wilbor House in a whole new way.
Costumes, historic reproductions and old-fashioned
snacks invite visitors to explore Little Compton’s rich
history with all their senses. Managing Director,
Marjory O’Toole, will lead a kid-focused, hands-on
history tour. Participants will help prepare a Dutch
Oven dessert and enjoy historic indoor/outdoor games.

A Day at Peaked Top School
Friday, July 22
Wednesday, August 3
9 am - 3 pm
Ages 5-13
$35 Members, $40 Non-members
Enjoy an 18th century day in Little Compton’s first
school house. Try on costumes. Write with a feather
pen. Sew your own copy book. Learn about dreaded
punishments. Bake a Dutch Oven treat and play
school-yard games that children have enjoyed for
centuries.
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LCHS Membership

Membership

□

Event Sponsor

$250 & up

□

Program Sponsor

$150

□

Supporting

$100

With Benefits from
Coast to Coast

□

Corporate

$75

Join or Renew Today!

□

Contributing

$50

□

Family

$30

Time Travelers

□

Individual

$20

reciprocal membership program.

□ My Company will match my
membership or gift. Completed
matching form enclosed.
Please make checks payable to:
Little Compton Historical Society
PO Box 577, Little Compton, RI 02837
Name: ___________________________
Address: _________________________
City: ____________________________
State: ____________ Zip: __________
Phone: ___________________________
Email: ___________________________

LCHS participates in the

Your Historical Society membership card provides you with FREE

or Discounted Admission to 250 historic sites
all across the country!
For a complete list of participating sites log onto
www.mohistory.org/content/membershipservices/timetravelers.aspx
or call LCHS at 635-4035.
As always you’ll enjoy local membership benefits including
free admission to the Wilbor House and our special exhibitions,
invitations to special events and advance registration for our most
popular programs. Most importantly, your membership gift helps
preserve Little Compton’s rich history for generations.
Members receive $3 off every copy of Sakonnet Point Perspectives

Sakonnet Point Perspectives
July 1
— Exhibit Preview Party
1—
July 2
— Family Day
2—
Postal Customer
Return Service Requested
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